
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT APPLICATION 



In re the Application of 



Nobutaka SUZUKI 



Group Art Unit: 2871 



Application No.: 10/678,185 



Examiner: 



T. CHOWDHURY 



Filed: October 6, 2003 



Docket No.: 116962 



For: DISPLAY UNIT AND ELECTRONIC APPARATUS INCLUDING A BACKLIGHT 
DISPOSED BETWEEN TWO DISPLAY SURFACES (AS AMENDED) 



In reply to the February 22, 2006 Office Action, reconsideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 



I. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges that the Office Action indicates that claim 10 is 

allowed. 

II. Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. SS102(e) and 103(a) 

The Office Action rejects claims 1, 4, 5, 8 and 11-13 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,897,914 to Yoshida; rejects claims 1, 6, 8 and 11-13 under U.S.C. §102(e) 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,847,428 to Yamauchi; and rejects claims 6 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 03(a) over Yoshida. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Claims 1, and 4-6, and 8-13 are pending in this application. 
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The present application claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2002- 
309581 filed October 24, 2002, which is prior to the April 24, 2003 filing date of Yoshida. 
Therefore, JP 2002-309581 antedates the filing date of Yoshida. See MPEP §706.02(b). A 
copy of the accurate English language translation of JP 2002-309581 was filed on May 17, 
2005 to perfect the Claim for Priority. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejections based on 
Yoshida is respectfully requested. 

Regarding the rejections based on Yamauchi, the Office Action again erroneously 
indicates that Yamauchi is commonly assigned to Seiko Epson, and thus incorrectly states 
that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) may be overcome by showing that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in Yamauchi is not an invention "by another," or by inappropriate 
showing under 37 C.F.R. §1.131. However, Yamauchi is assigned to Seiko Instruments Inc., 
not Seiko Epson Corporation. 

As previously indicated in the May 17, 2005 Amendment, the filing date of priority 
document JP 2002-309581 is prior to the May 22, 2003 filing date of Yamauchi. Therefore, 
the copy of the accurate English language translation of JP 2002-309581 filed on May 17, 
2005 perfected the Claim for Priority. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection based on 
Yamauchi is respectfully requested. 
III. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1, and 4- 
6, and 8-13 are earnestly solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




James^V. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Holly N. Moore 
Registration No. 50,212 



JAO:HNM/hs 



Date: March 23, 2006 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 



Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



